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Abstract:

Seventeenth-century Chinese Christianity, or the “Learning of Heaven,” was not
shaped solely by intellectual efforts and spiritual quests. It was also impacted by
hegemonic claims and efforts at institutional control by both the Chinese and
Christian sides. Many tensions remained unresolved between two large power
systems, including their subordinate institutions: the globalizing Catholic Church and
the Chinese state and society. For instance, ethnic identities and policies played an
important (and understudied) role in Late Ming Christian community. The paper
argues that particularly a combination of micro- and macro-historical perspectives
can help us understand how large power systems impacted religious life on the
ground.

Bio:

D. Sachsenmaier holds a chair professorship in “Modern China with a Special
Emphasis on Global Historical Perspectives” at Gottingen University/Germany.
Sachsenmaier’s most recent monograph is “Global Entanglements of a Man Who
Never Traveled. A Seventeenth-Century Chinese Christian and his Conflicted
Worlds” (Columbia UP, 2018).

Kooperationsveranstaltung mit dem Lehrstuhl fir Globalgeschichte und dem
Lehrstuhl fir Russland/Asienstudien

Ort und Zeit:

Historicum, Schellingstr. 12, Raum K 201 (Beginn 18 Uhr c.t.)



